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archal influence in the formation of the Brazilian family, although I
do at times venture upon interpretations. To those thinkers who are
wholly uninterested in historical and sociological research I leave the
task, a loftier and more brilliant one, to be sure, of formulating
conclusions. What will be found here is simply a group of facts that,
by reason of their social significance and the novel manner in which
they are interpreted, may possibly give pause for thought, in a direc-
tion contrary to the opinions advanced by those improvisers who
are not always any too exact in the conclusions that they reach
through a process of pure divination.

As to the impression this essay gives of being incomplete, unfin-
ished, even immature, it may be that, owing partly to its essential
character and partly to a lack of ability on my part, it is one of those
productions of which the French writer speaks: "C'est au temps,
aux hasards, oux lecteurs de le finir"

Still other critics have noted that there are few references in this
work to the great names among the historians of our country-
Handelmann, for example, Southey, Varnhagen, Capistrano, Oliveira
Lima, Rocha Pombo, Joao Ribeiro, Joaquim Nabuco, some of whom
have written memorable pages on the subjects that are treated hcre-
on the subject of slavery, for instance.1 This apparent lack of devo-
tion on the part of a beginner to the masters is partly to be explained
by the fact that one of my chief concerns has been a direct contact
with my sources, so often cited in these pages: the manuscripts to be
found in family archives and churches; the letters of the Jesuits; wills;
allotments; diaries; travel books written by foreigners; royal decrees
and regulations; the correspondence of colonial governors with the
court; newspapers; pastoral letters; doctoral theses; physicians' re-
ports; acts in chamber; etc. It is upon such material as this and upon

1H. Handelmann is the author of a    culo XVI (Brazil in the Sixteenth Cen~

history of Brazil, translated from the     fury)-,  O Descobri?nento  do Brasil

German and published in Portuguese     (The Discovery of Brazil); and Ca~

(Historic* do Brasil) at Rio de Janei-     pitulos de historia colonial (Chapters

ro in 1931. Robert Southey's History     of Colonial History). Oliveira Lima's

of Brazil (London, 1810-19) is well     Memorias (Memoirs) appeared at Rio

known. The nineteenth-century histo-    de Janeiro in 1937; there are many pas*

rian Adolpho de Varnhagen wrote an    sages in his earlier writings dealing

Historia  Geral do  Brasil   (General     with Brazilian history. He was a states-

History of Brazil), an Historia das     man,  diplomat,  and  orator.  Rocha

luctas contra os hollandezes (History     Pombo is the author of an HistMa do

of the Struggles against the Dutch), an     Brasil, as is Joao Ribeiro, Joaquirn Na-

Historia da Independencia (History     buco is perhaps best known for his

of Independence), etc. Capistrano de     book, on the abolition movement, Ab-

Abreu's works include: Brasil no se-     olicionimo (London, 1883)* (Trans-
lator. ^